Sorting Out Your Life
Ecclesiastes 1:12 - 2:26

Introduction:

Last week we saw that Solomon stressed three words:
Vanity – emptiness 

Under the sun – life apart from God


Profit – what is leftover

Dan Marino and Dion Sanders were discussing L. T.’s book on all the substance abuse in his life and in the NFL.

Dan: “That didn’t happen when I played.”
Dion: “Players did everything under the sun”
Solomon tells of his own experiences under the sun.
I. Experiences of Life under the Sun - 1:12-2:10

    A. Searching for Meaning in Wisdom -1:12-18
1. By Examination – 1:12-15
a. His tools: 1:13a

His position as king
His surpassing wisdom and knowledge

b. His search – 1:13b-14

     All that has been done under heaven.
c. His conclusion –
1) Work is a grievous task and God has afflicted man with it.

2) It is all vanity – emptiness

And “grasping at the wind” (9x in book) 4x in this section
3) It doesn’t do any good – 1:15

Human effort can’t: Remedy all the irregularities or counteract all the deficiencies.
2.  By Reflection – 1:16-18

a. I used my surpassing wisdom and vast experience in the investigation.

b. My wisdom had little advantage over folly.

c.    In fact, in wisdom there is much grief. In knowledge there is increasing pain. Ignorance is bliss.
B. Searching for Meaning in Wild Living - 2:1-3
1. Pleasure - It was futility 
2. Laughter - What does laughter accomplish?
3. Wine - He did not become an alcoholic.
To find out what is good for man to do.

C.  Searching for Meaning in Work - 2:4-6
Note, I and MY 8 times


Houses


    Vineyards




Gardens and parks





Fruit trees






Ponds of water
D. Searching for Meaning in Wealth 2:7-10
1. Slaves 
2. Flocks and herds
3. Silver and gold – esp. gold

4. Singers
5. Pleasures of men – concubines

II. Evaluation of Life under the Sun - 2:11-23
   A. Man’s Work Does Not Satisfy Him - 2:11-12

1. He derived some satisfaction from work.
2. There was no real value

3. It was all meaningless and a chasing of the wind.

4. There was no ultimate gain from all his work. 
   B. Man’s Work Does Not Separate Him - 2:13-17


(i.e. from the fool)
1. The advantage (gain) of wisdom

The wise man sees He has the foresight to avoid danger

             The fool is in darkness. He stumbles around in the dark.

2. The same fate befalls them both. They both die and are forgotten.
3. There is no real advantage to living wisely over living foolishly.

Conclusion: all of life is a grasping after the wind
C. Man’s Work Does Not Succeed Him; or, you can’t take it with you – 2:18-23
1. You must leave everything to a successor.

2. He may be wise or a fool.
3. In any case he will have everything you have earned by acting wisely.

4. This all is vanity – emptiness and a great evil. Not fair
III. Enjoyment of Life under the Sun - 2:24-26
A. True Enjoyment Is a Gift from God - 2:24-25
1. God wants us to enjoy the labor of our hands.
“Eat drink and enjoy life” (many times)

“For who can eat and who can have enjoyment without ﻿﻿Him?” (v. 25)
The means and the enjoyment are from the hand of God.
It all belongs to God, so, hold it openly and loosely. If your hands are open, God can take out whatever He wants; but He can also put in what He wants.
B. True Enlightenment Is a Gift from God - 2:26
There are two types of people in this verse:
1. Those who are “good in the sight of God”

(The enlightened ones)


    Only believers can be good in God’s sight.




But not all believers are included

 God gives them wisdom and knowledge and joy.
2. Those who are “sinners” 
(The non-enlightened ones) i.e. not good in the sight of God

This group includes all unbelievers and 

many believers who prefer to serve themselves rather than God.

God gives them the task of gathering and collecting so that He can give it to those who are good in His sight.
Two points concerning judgment:
1. Judgment is on the basis of a man’s ethical behavior and his trust in God.

2. The judgment will take place in this life. - i.e. Reward is not eternal but temporal.
So, while work is hard and painful, it is God who rewards those who are good in His sight and judges those who are “sinners.”
Question: Do you want to be first in line for wisdom, knowledge and joy or be handed the heavy tools of gathering and collecting and be a servant to the other group.
Proverbs 13:22
“A good man ﻿﻿leaves an inheritance to his ﻿﻿children’s children, and the ﻿﻿wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous. 
Conclusion:

There is a way to have joy and fulfillment in this life, but it won’t be found in this world. It will be found in the God Who made this world and gives it to us as a gift to enjoy.

Isaiah 55:1-3 summarizes this section of Ecclesiastes.

“Ho! Every one who ﻿﻿thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have ﻿﻿no ﻿﻿money come, buy and eat. Come, buy ﻿﻿wine and milk without money and without cost.  “Why do you ﻿﻿spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and ﻿﻿eat what is good, and ﻿﻿delight yourself in abundance.  “﻿﻿Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that ﻿﻿you may ﻿﻿live; and I will make ﻿﻿an everlasting covenant with you, according to the ﻿﻿faithful mercies ﻿﻿shown to David. 

